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174, 175, and 176. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on rollcall votes 170,
174, 175, and 176. | would have voted “nay”
on rollcall votes 169, 171, 172, and 173.

HONORING THOMAS J. MCMAHON

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise to pay tribute to Mr.
Thomas J. McMahon of Williamsville, New
York, for his fifty years of active service as a
volunteer firefighter.

For the past fifty-plus years, Thomas
McMahon served the Williamsville community
as a volunteer firefighter in the Hutchinson
Hose Company of the Williamsville Fire De-
partment.

Tom graduated from Bennett High school in
1939, and went on to complete a two-year
course at the Chown School of Business. He
was drafted into military service in 1942, and
served our country as an Army Air Corps air-
craft photographer. After the war, Tom and his
wife Mary returned to the Buffalo area, settling
in Williamsville in 1952. Shortly thereafter, in
1953, he joined the volunteer fire service, and
still serves today.

Anytime a citizen volunteers his or her time
for the betterment of the community, it is com-
mendable. For one man to have given fifty
years to volunteer firefighting is nothing short
of remarkable. His commitment to his fellow
citizens and dedication to his community truly
exemplify the ideals of public service. Through
his dedication, Tom has made a considerable
and lasting contribution to our community, and
for that he deserves our deepest gratitude.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that this Congress join
me in honoring Mr. Thomas J. McMahon of
Williamsville, New York, and thank him for his
fifty years of active service as a volunteer fire-
fighter.

———

HONORING NEVADA’S 2004 MOTHER
OF THE YEAR

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mrs. Susan Wallace Leavitt, who
has been awarded the 2004 Nevada Mother of
the Year Award. The Mother of the Year
Award honors women who are committed to
strengthening the moral and spiritual founda-
tions of the family and home.

As a mother of four, Mrs. Leavitt has dem-
onstrated the great responsibility of mother-
hood and dedication to living and teaching her
children outstanding qualities, such as love,
understanding, courage, service, and compas-
sion. As a recipient of this award, Mrs. Leavitt
will help deliver this message about mother-
hood to community organizations in Southern
Nevada. | wish her all the best in her future
endeavors and congratulate her on this well-
deserved award.
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TRIBUTE TO THE TOWN OF
WEBSTER

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the selection of the town of
Webster as Sports lllustrated 50th Anniversary
Sportstown for the state of New York. Jim
Donahue, president of the National Recreation
and Parks Association and David S. Morris,
publisher of Sports lllustrated, presented the
award to the Webster Parks and Recreation
Department in conjunction with Webster Com-
munity Partnership on May 15, 2004.

Criteria for the selection was based upon
the implementation of philosophy, policy/pro-
cedures, education and training strategies,
youth development strategies, community
commitment to parks and recreation re-
sources, innovations for community develop-
ment, and scope of the programming.

The Town of Webster shows a unique ability
in combining resources with the Central
School District and Youth Sports council to fa-
cilitate sports programs for the benefit of the
entire community. Mr. Speaker, | commend
the Town of Webster for its hard work, dedica-
tion to community development and thank all
volunteers and officials who make the program
a success.

————

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICAN LUNG
ASSOCIATION

HON. MARK GREEN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and pleasure to recognize before
this House the American Lung Association on
this, its 100th anniversary.

Since 1904, the American Lung Association
has been leading the fight against lung dis-
ease in all its forms. Although it began as a
network of community-based organizations
dedicated to eradicating tuberculosis, over the
past 100 years the Association has dramati-
cally expanded its research, education and ad-
vocacy programs to address the growing prob-
lem of chronic lung disease. With nearly 200
offices across the nation, the Association has
grown to become one of America’s most
prominent health-related organizations.

Today, more than 35 million Americans are
living with chronic lung disease. Every vyear,
close to 344,000 Americans die of lung dis-
ease, making it the nation’s number three Kkill-
er. These are some frightening statistics, but
without the American Lung Association, one
can only imagine just how high these numbers
could soar.

Mr. Speaker, | feel honored and privileged
to be able to thank the American Lung Asso-
ciation for all its hard work and determination
in fighting lung disease. There’s no question,
this remarkable organization is living out its
mission of “improving life, one breath at a
time.” One hundred years is an incredible ac-
complishment, and on behalf of the citizens of
Wisconsin’s Eighth Congressional District, and
a grateful nation, | say congratulations.

May 18, 2004

CONGRATULATING THE VIRGINIA
DINER ON THEIR 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Virginia Diner in Wakefield,
Virginia, on the marking of their 75th Anniver-
sary. Located in southeastern Sussex County,
the Virginia Diner represents the best of
homestyle cooking the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia has to offer.

Over the past 75 years, few have been able
to travel through Wakefield, down U.S. Route
460, without stopping to sample the southern
cuisine this Virginia landmark has to offer.

In 1929, Mrs. D’Earcy Davis started serving
hungry customers her now famous hot biscuits
in a refurbished Sussex, Surry and South-
ampton Railroad car. With a bit of southern
charm, some hard work and a loyal following,
the Virginia Diner started to make its mark on
Virginia. Since 1929, the Virginia Diner has
continued to prosper and has grown with the
times while never forgetting its rich history.

Today, the Virginia Diner is a culturally and
culinary landmark. Wakefield is not only home
to some of America’s finest peanuts but it is
also the address of home-style cooking.

Mr. Speaker, | urge you and all of my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the Vir-
ginia Diner and the Galloway family on this
special occasion and | hope you will join me
in wishing them well on the next 75 years.

——————

STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL

VOLUNTEER FIRE COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN PHILIP C.
STITTLEBURG, REMARKS ON

THE CIGARETTE FIRE SAFETY
ACT OF 2004

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 18, 2004

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | submit the fol-
lowing statement for the RECORD:

On behalf of the National Volunteer Fire
Council and the more than 800,000 members
of America’s volunteer fire and emergency
services, I would like to thank Representa-
tive Ed Markey (MA) and Peter King (NY)
for their steadfast leadership and long-time
commitment to the implementation of fire
safety standards for cigarettes.

H.R. 4155 is bipartisan legislation which
will set a reasonable ignition standard for
cigarettes and help to prevent an estimated
800 deaths, 2,200 injuries and nearly $560 mil-
lion dollars in damages caused by cigarette
ignited fires every year. Cigarettes are the
leading cause of fatal fires and children and
firefighters themselves are at extremely
high risk for burn and fire injuries from
these fires. That is why this issue resonates
so strongly for us and continues to be a pri-
ority of our organization.

As everyone is aware, both New York State
and Canada have passed cigarette fire safety
standards that are due to go into effect this
summer. This legislation will require that
the CPSC adopt the New York cigarette fire
safety standard as the national standard.

On April 30, a 69-year-old Portland, Oregon
woman died after a cigarette she was smok-
ing in bed ignited a fire. On April 28, a 64-
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